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WORLD  WAR  I 


I  have  prepared  this  very  brief  overview  of  AFS 
history  and  its  archive  to  facilitate  our  discussion  of 
how  to  interpret  the  history  of  the  AFS  on  the  occasion 
of  its  2014  centenary.  My  thanks  to  Eleanora  Golobic. 
AFS  archivist,  who  very  generously  gave  me  a  couple 
of  days  of  her  time  to  begin  to  acquaint  me  with  the 
archive.  She  and  other  staff  members  will  help  answer 
further  questions  at  our  meeting. 

Abram  Piatt  Andrew,  Jr.,  (1873-1936)  founded 
the  American  Field  Service  in  1914  at  the  outbreak 
of  World  War  I.  Funded  privately  with  American 
donations,  the  AFS  was  run  by  the  American  Hospital 
in  Paris  and  was  based  first  in  an  unfinished  high 
school  in  the  Paris  suburbs  and  later  in  an  elegant 
Parisian  chateau.  In  1915,  it  entered  an  agreement 
with  the  French  government  to  serve  at  the  front, 
carrying  the  wounded  by  ambulance  to  hospitals.  An 
AFS  innovation  was  the  use  of  motorized  rather  than 
horse-drawn  vehicles;  its  fleet  consisted  of  Model  T 
Fords,  which  were  manufactured  outside  Paris.  While 
the  United  States  government  remained  uncommitted 
to  the  war  in  Europe,  2,500  American  drivers  worked 
with  the  French  armv  in  France  and  the  Balkans,  and 


127  died  in  service.  When  the  U.S.  entered  the  war  in 
1917,  the  AFS  corps  was  absorbed  by  the  U.S.  Army 
Ambulance  Service. 

Because  AFS  fundraising  required  it  to  document  and 
publicize  its  mission,  the  archive  is  rich  in  brochures, 
posters,  and  announcements.  There  is  even  a  1916 
AFS  publicity-  film.  After  the  war,  the  AFS  formed  an 
active  veteran's  group,  and  the  archive  benefited  from 
donated  diaries,  scrapbooks,  photographs,  and  other 
memorabilia,  including  uniforms  and  medals. 

An  extant  WWI  ambulance  was  brought  back  from 
France  to  the  U.S..  but  the  AFS  donated  it  —  and 
much  else  —  to  the  Museum  of  Franco-American 
Cooperation  at  Blerancourt.  There  are  several 
published  accounts  written  by  AFS  drivers,  who  were 
well  educated  and  came  from  privileged  backgrounds. 
The  PBS  documentary  Model  T's  to  War.  American 
Ambulances  on  the  Western  Front  1914-1918  (2009) 
made  extensive  use  of  the  AFS  archive. 


AFS  Section  14  departure  for  the  front  from  the  lower 
gate  of  21,  Rue  Raynouard,  Paris,  March  1917 


Ambulance  drivers  of  AFS  Section 
14,  Paris,  spring  1917 


AFS  driver  with  Section  64  ambulances  in  the  park  of 
AFS  headquarters,  Paris,  spring  1917 
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American  Ambulance  1914=15=16 

Lycee  Pasleur,  iNEUlLLV=s=Selne 
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Identity  card  of  Oliver  Hazard  Perry, 
Commander  of  AFS  Section  4,  ca.  1917 


A.  Piatt  Andrew  (right  in  helmet)  with  the  French  officers  and  Oliver 
Perry  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Section,  Ippercourt,  Verdun 


Mrs.  W.K.Vanderbilt  and  EdTinkham  (SSU  3) 
at  Auberge  St.  Pierre,  Verdun,  August  1916 
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"Somewhere  in  France,"  recruitment  poster,  ca.  1915 


STRAND    THEATRE 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  8th 

AT  2.45  P.  M. 
GALA  BENEFIT  PERFORMANCE 

FOR  THE 

American  Ambulance  FielJ  Service  in  France 

Under  the  Management  of  Mr.  Daniel  Frohman 

1 .  Overture,  "  1812,"  by  the  Strand  Orchestra 

2.  Address  by  Mr.  George  Wharton  Pepper 

3.  William  Faversham- Recitation  of  a  poem  by  Emory  Pottle 

4.  Tableau  Vivant  of  an  American  Ambulance,  with  men  in  uniform 

who  have  served  at  the  Front.    (Posed  by  Victor  Gerald  White) 

5.  Miss  Ruth  Draper-"  Vive  la  France" 

6.  MOe.  Dor7ial-"LesSoldats  du  Front  Sont  Si  Beaux."  by  de  ZamacoU 

7.  Film:  "Our  American  Boys  in  die  European  War" 

(Part  I.  Part  II  and  Part  III) 

8.  Film:  "Our  Aviators."    (Part  IV) 

9.  Mme.  Sarah  Bernhardt 

1 0.  Mme.  Benza-" U  Marseillaise,"  with  full  Orchestra 


Gala  benefit  with  showing  of  film,  "Our  American  Boys  in  the  European 
War,"  Strand  Theatre,  New  York,  December  8,  1916 


AFS  bulletins 


AFS  Section  2  ambulance  drivers  at  Verdun,  1916 


AFS  Section  4  ambulance  serving  the  Poste  de  Secours 
at  Bras  above  Verdun,  August  1917 


Robert  W.  Imbrie  (SSU  1  &  3),  canteen 


Robert  W.  Imbrie,  iron  ambulance  tail  light 


AFS  SSU  30  Model  T  Ford  Ambulance  at 
Blerancourt  Museum,  France 


L.B.  Cummings  (SSU  3  &  4),  field  diary, 
Dieulouard,  Sept.  15,  1916 


Julian  H.  Bryan  (SSU  12),  Ambulance  464,  Encore  des 
Blesses  (New York:  The  Macmillan  Co.,  1918) 


Waldo  Peirce  (SSU  3),  "TMU 
186  camion,"  ca.  1918 


Frederick  Sexton  (SSU  14),  "Grave  of  Lieutenant 
Henry  Suckley  Mort  pour  France" 


AFSWWI  ambulance  drivers' 
medals  and  insignia 
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"Morts  pour  le  France  1915-1918."  Certificate  in 
memory  of  16  AFS  drivers  fallen  for  France,  1919 


WORLD  WAR  II 


After  the  war,  the  AFS  sponsored  the  French 
Fellowships,  scholarships  for  graduate  students,  which 
were  precursors  of  the  Fulbright  Fellowships.  A.  Piatt 
Andrew  remained  head  of  the  organization  until  his 
death  in  1936,  when  Stephen  Galatti  (1888-1964),  who 
had  served  as  a  driver  in  the  First  World  War,  took  over. 
When  war  broke  out  again  in  1939,  Galatti  reorganized 
the  ambulance  service,  sending  units  first  to  France, 
and  then  with  the  British  armies  to  North  Africa,  Italy, 
and  Indo-Burma.  At  war's  end,  AFS  drivers  worked 
with  the  Free  French  army  that  entered  Germany  and 
liberated  the  Bergen-Belsen  concentration  camp. 

The  WWII  materials  in  the  archive  differ  from  the 
WWI  materials  in  two  important  ways:  the  AFS  hired 
professional  photographers  to  accompany  drivers 
and  document  their  work.   (Among  them  was  Irving 
Perm,  who  later  became  one  of  the  leading  fashion 
photographers  of  his  generation.)  The  photographic 


record  for  World  War  II  is  therefore  much  richer  and 
deeper  than  for  the  previous  war.  In  the  archive 
are  color  slides  by  Geroge  Holton,  who  became  a 
professional  travel  photographer,  and  color  film 
footage  of  the  liberation  of  Bergen  Belsen.  The  second 
difference  is  that  many  WWII  veterans  have  maintained 
their  association  with  the  AFS  into  recent  times.  In 
2004,  the  AFS  produced  Many  Voices,  One  Story, 
AFS  Ambulance  Drivers  and  Founders  Remember. 
The  testimony  of  the  drivers  highlights  the  differences 
between  the  first  and  second  generations  of  AFS 
drivers.  WWI  drivers  participated  in  a  war  that  the  U.S. 
had  not  yet  joined.  WWII  drivers,  who  were  of  more 
diverse  class  and  ethnic  backgrounds,  joined  either 
because  they  had  been  rejected  by  the  U.S.  Army  for 
medical  reasons  or  because  they  wished  to  contribute  to 
the  war  effort  without  using  guns. 


SSI 

M~  ss> 
111 


Stephen  Galatti  at  the  wheel  of  an  AFS  ambulance, 
American  Hospital,  Paris,  1915 


Stephen  Galatti  addresses  AFS  students  as  president 
Kennedy  listens,  Washington,  DC,  July  1961 


Two  AFS  ambulance  drivers  at  the 
Cite  Universitaire,  Paris,  April  1940 


AFS 


lETTERS 


AFS  Letters,  September  1945 


AFS  poster  by  Virigina  Gilmore,  Oct.  1943 
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New  York  National  War  Fund  poster 
(Gilmore  AFS  poster  included) 


Casualty  at  the  battle  of 
Bir  Hacheim,  Libya,  June  1942 
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Clifford  Saber  (ME  16),  "Repairs  Two  Miles  by  Horns  by  the  Sea, 
Tripolitania,"  Jan.  21,  1843,  published  in  "Desert  Rat  Sketchbook,"  1959 
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Eugene  R.  Hammond  (ME  16,  CM  92),  British  Eighth  army 
helmet  painted  with  battle  place  names  and  webbed  belt 


AFS  ambulances  evacuating  patients  in 
Central  Burma,  1944 


AFS  drivers  with  members  of  the 
Indian  army,  Burma,  1943 
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Aldis  Browne  (IB  54),  letter  to  Sue  Harrison, 
India,  August  6,  1945 


AFS  ambulances  evacuating  wounded  in  camouflaged 
Polish  dressing  station,  Cassino,  Italy,  April  1 944 


Royal  W.  Knight  (CM  56),  near  Poggiofiorito, 
Italy,  Jan.  29,  1944.  Photo  by  George  Holton 
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Photographs  by  Irving  Penn 
(CM  92,  IB  59-T),  Italy,  1944-45 


Photo  album  of  Bergen-Belsen  camp,  Germany, 
May  1945  by  Carl  Ziegler  (CM  88) 
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Joseph  G.  Fogg  (ME  32,  FFC,  CH  94)  moving  a  Volkswagon  used  by  AFS  at 
Bergen-Belsen  as  camp  huts  are  burned  after  removal  of  internees,  May  1945 


Jack  Wells  Doughitt,  AFS  driver  killed  in  action  while 
serving  with  the  1st  French  Army,  Germany,  April  20,  1945 


Frederick  Wackernagel,  Jr.  (ME37)  British  issue  field  tunic, 
sweater,  muffler,  and  officer's  cap  with  AFS  brass  badge 
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Telegram  from  Winston  Churchill  to 
Stephen  Galatti,  Dec.  29,  1941 


Ttir  wMiTt  Mousr 


*9f%mBi»T  14.    '.H."? 


OMOr  XT.  OelJiiUt 

JUaett  faor  yvar*  ego,  wll  bafor*  Uw  Valtvi 

S«rrlce  r«rrl«v»-d  lt»    tsiir»tit*«  r»eori  sf  151*-19ie,    re- 
crcJ3ili«;i   ttn  fore**,    ecu  ta^-na  Ninln   vi:*  vork  of   temtinc 
«  eor^s  of  /o=a£  Jtoarlcan*  cvtrMiir  to  opvrrvc  Kvb4loiu»»« 
la  mr  tirvx*. 

Slttce  «i»  roorjTialntlan  of  Utt  5#rTls«  os 
S*ptml^tT  29.    19?>,    lt(  sec  iuiy  unfa  tilctor  nctlQB  »'») 
iwii't*«l  ostiT  hf^ry  flrv,    nlmjr*  vlUi  'nlnr,    SAtti*   Iba 
fDre«*  of  ih*  i>«sca  nrm  thu  jirltisi-..     Sarrtn^  r^luaiBrllr 

»rs3i  wron   Xitantt^iS*    r.f  lirtm   lart   ihe   *1ll»i   forc»»  -Ifht 

croir  Irt'jC'r  >^  •troacr.  ivt  titii't  w*  digr  of  vleuiy 

vb*lr  «irrTieii  la  \al*  vrx,  I  vlth  to  e;;n.rntt»l«%»  tbu.  to 

llKibk  U>«l,    ruil  w  j;lT»  ex^rvtfttxi    i'^    •■(--"    r-'-'.r.  tloa   La 

viilcb  tb«r  (ir*  twlik  b?  oqt  :p«0{i1*. 

la  Kerr"!-  iir  A'*lt«i,   lany  r».-VT  A-nrlciu 


/\^/X,_  ^)f/L^iJLu4Si^ 


LlrvDtor  >«a«nil, 
dO  acfrrar  Su-oat, 


Letter  from  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  to 
Stephen  Galatti,  Sept.  14,  1943 
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HELD  SERVICE 


AFSWWII  ambulance  drivers'  insignia  and  medals 


In  1946,  Galatti  founded  the  AFS  International 
Scholarships,  which  has  become  a  vast  volunteer 
organization  worldwide.  It  is  the  story  of  the  two  wars, 
however,  that  justifies  an  exhibition,  public  programs, 
and/or  a  book.  It  will  be  our  mission  on  May  6th  to 
explore  these  possibilities. 
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